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type 1 diabetes—reducing if not eliminating the high or low
blood sugar problems that send people with diabetes to the
hospital, cause accidents or injuries, and make living with
diabetes so difficult,” explained Aaron Kowalski, JDRF’s
Research Director of the Artificial Pancreas Project. “And
better control would significantly lower the key risk for
developing the devastating long-term complications of the
disease, including eye disease, kidney disease, nerve disease,
or cardiovascular disease.”

More information about the JDRF-Animas partnership
and the development of a first-generation automated
system to manage diabetes is available at www.jdrf.org/
artificialpancreasproject. The site also includes information
for people with type 1 diabetes about research leading to the
development of an artificial pancreas, as well as interactive
tools, chats with researchers, and access to information
about clinical trials.

The JDRF-Animas partnership will build upon the
progress made since 2006 in the JDRF-funded Artificial
Pancreas Consortium, a group of university-based
mathematicians, engineers, and diabetes experts that has
developed the computer programs needed for an artificial
pancreas, and established their scientific feasibility. The
goal of an artificial pancreas has also been embraced by the
FDA, which along with JDRF and the National Institutes of
Health brought together scientists, regulators, industry, and
patients for scientific workshops on the subject in 2005 and
2008; the FDA has designated an artificial pancreas as one
of its “critical path” initiatives.

Dr. Kowalski noted that the development of an artificial
pancreas system is an essential step towards an ultimate
cure for type 1 diabetes—a “bridge to a cure.” JDRF’s
goal is to have multiple versions of an artificial pancreas
available for people with diabetes; the organization will
continue to explore partnerships with other industry leaders.





