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3-Drug Combo:
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Left: When tissue is transplanted, the recipient’s immune T cells that react to the foreign tissue (1) begin to multiply to form an army of cytotoxic (killer) T cells (2), which attack the invaders. This process leads to rejection of foreign tissue, such as transplanted islets. Regulatory T cells (3), which help keep the immune system in check, modulate the T cells.





Right: The 3-drug combination blocks this rejection process at two different stages: 


It prevents most T cells from becoming activated and multiplying in the first place.


T cells that are activated are induced to undergo apoptosis (programmed cell death).


 The regulatory T cells are not affected by the drugs and thus can modulate the T cell response.
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